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Mason Koeritz
Mason Koeritz, a fifth-year senior at CUNE, is a man 
of diverse interests. He is equally as likely to be found 
in the music building at a piano as in the science 
building mixing chemicals. Because of his deep 
passion for both music and science, he is a double 
major in music and chemistry. 

“For me, the chemistry is going to be the career and 
the music is going to keep me sane while doing it,” 
Mason says of his strange combination of studies. 
Music was always an important hobby of his, and he 
knew he wouldn’t be content with just a minor. 
Mason plans on attending graduate school for his 
PhD in  organic synthetic chemistry, which he will one 
day use in combination with another one of his loves, 
cooking. Because Mason enjoys cooking and baking, 
his dream job is to be a flavor chemist, a career he 
learned about while watching the Food Network. 

But in his free time between developing new flavors 
and better ways to make the tastes we all know and 
love, Mason still plans to make music. During his 
time at Concordia, he has had the opportunity to 
compose a number of pieces of music for a variety 
of instruments, including some choral pieces. One 
of these pieces, a choral arrangement of “For the 
Beauty of the Earth,” was recently published by 
Concordia Publishing House, giving Mason the 
distinguished honor of being a published composer 
while still an undergraduate. 

Mason also composed a unique piece of music for 
his senior recital last year. Instead of writing a piece 
of music for an average piano, Mason composed in a 
format called “prepared piano,” originally developed 
by John Cage. This involved putting random materials 
such as sticky tack, push pins, and Smarties 
wrappers between the strings of a piano. He strived 
to make an unusual format accessible to the average 
listener. 

During his final semester of college, Mason is taking 
five credits of lesson with the hope of “milking the 
professors for all they are worth,” to learn as much as 
he can before saying goodbye. 

For many students, Concordia provides the 
opportunity to broaden their horizens and travel to 
new places. For junior Chelsea Irwin, her experience 
abroad began much earlier.

Chelsea’s first experience doing mission work abroad 
was with her church. Her father, a pastor, was 
searching for a mission opportunity for their church, 
and he discovered a group that did international 
mission work in Poland. For the past eight years, 
Chelsea has gone to Poland every summer to lead a 
church summer camp.   

During her trips, Chelsea has had the opportunity to 
foster her passion for education, which is now her 
major. During the camp, counselors from America 
work with Polish counselors to teach English, as 
well as to share the love of Christ with students 
from Poland and the surrounding countries. She is 
getting an ESL endorsement as part of her degree, 
and appreciates what she has learned from her time 
in Poland. She believes that, “a language barrier 
doesn’t define a relationship, and you can still see the 
connection and the love.” Chelsea is confident that 
this knowledge will help her in her future classroom.

Since she arrived at Concordia, Chelsea has had the 
opportunity to share her experiences in Poland and to 
get others involved. She and her father now offer the 
opportunity for Concordia students to travel with them 
to Poland. Now, several other Concordia students 
have spent their summers hard at work teaching and 
building relationships overseas. 

Through the years. Chelsea has made many strong 
and lasting friendships with the people that she has 
met in Poland. She is grateful to be able to stay in 
touch with them from across an ocean. She also 
gets to see some of her campers come back as 
counselors. 

Above all else, Chelsea’s experiences abroad have 
taught her that, “you don’t really see the impact you 
have on other people until you leave where you are 
and realize the impact that they’ve had back on you.”  

Chelsea Irwin
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David Krueger is a junior currently studying to be 
a Director of Christian Education. He is also one 
of the first male members of Concordia University, 
Nebraska’s cheer team. David shared some insight 
about the team, making it a point to mention the 
large amount of work each member puts into their 
performance. “It’s amazing to watch them do their 
stuff… It’s more work than you might think that it is,” 
he said as he talked about the flyers, the members of 
the stunt groups which are thrown to execute spins 
and flips mid-air. “It’s a lot more teamwork as well, 
especially within your own stunt group, because 
you have to be very communicative and clear about 
everything you’re doing, otherwise the stunt could go 
wrong,” he added, sharing some insight about the 
disciplined technique which goes into cheerleading. 
David explained that his team had the feel of a close 
family, saying, “because if someone’s going to fall, 
you have to catch them. The flyer is the number one 
priority.”

David plans to continue on to find an internship either 
full time at a church or do half of his internship with 
a camp before moving on to a church. He found his 
summer experience at the Lutheran Valley Retreat 
invaluable, saying, “it was like a reaffirming that I am 
meant to go into ministry of some sort—and youth 
ministry in emphasis—and so I’m really looking 
forward to next summer as well, because I’ll hopefully 
be going back to LVR.” One of his favorite past-times 
(besides anything to do with baseball) is getting to 
know others. “I love talking with people,” he said, “…I 
get my energy from people, just having conversations 
with them.” David’s exceptional people skills will 
serve him well as he continues to work hard with the 
cheer team and as he moves on to grow others in 
discipleship.

Sarah Johnson is one of many outstanding artists 
studying at CUNE this year. Currently she is a senior 
in her fifth year working towards earning her Bachelor 
of Fine Arts degree in Studio Art. 

At the question of what takes up the most time in 
her life, Sarah answered “art”. She said, “It definitely 
is art… which I’m really okay with, and I think it will 
be like that for the rest of my life.” Sarah added that 
she spends quite a bit of time with her close friends, 
explaining that the meaningful time she shares with 
them “definitely feels kind of like art, since it’s my life 
that flows into my art.” Her relationships inform her 
work and her nature as a person, she explained.

Though each artist is often associated with a specific 
style, it can take a lifetime for that style to emerge 
and solidify. Sarah noted that she is still learning 
about her own subject interests and mark-making. 
She said she is working to find “the way I naturally 
work and the things I naturally am attracted to,” and 
that “I definitely do feel closer to understanding what 
my possible artistic style would be.” One hallmark 
of her current works is her use of “shards.” She 
elaborated, saying “they’ve been evolving over the 
semesters and they have to deal with relationships, 
and people in my life, and memories, and the good 
things, and the bad things…  They’re like pieces of 
my life that come together to form who I am, as an 
artist in life and as a person.” These shards are small, 
flat artifacts which are often painted and arranged in a 
three-dimensional manner.

After Sarah graduates at the end of the year, she 
looks forward to pursuing her art while she works a 
separate day job. She will continue to create in her 
off-time, and she will sell her pieces online and at 
various festivals around the United States. She is 
clearly determined, sharing that when she gets home 
each day she will say to herself, “Okay, but now you 
need to focus on your passion and your career. Now 
it’s time to get to work.” 

David Kreuger Sarah Johnson
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Michael Duffy
At Concordia, many students get involved with the arts. 
Concordia boasts a large music program and a theatre 
program that puts on many shows every year. Because of 
all of these opportunities, students are able to participate 
in a number of different ways. Some students perform on 
stage, others work behind the scences, and some do it all. 
Senior Michael Duffy, and english major, is one of the select 
few who spread their talents between many fields.
While at Concordia, Michael has acted in a number of plays 
and musicals, sang in the choir, and directed one-acts. This 
year, he has taken on a new role: writer and director of a 
mainstage production.
Michael’s play, ”Older Days,” began as a short story 
inspired by Psalm 73. “I worked with that a little bit, and as 
I got a handle on the characters a little bit, then I started 
writing the script,” Michael said. He started writing two 
years ago, and has shared it with a select few to read 
and revise. One of these trusted few was the theatre 
department’s fearless leader, Professor Bryan Moore. 
“We talked through a lot of things, and it was good just 
to be able to discuss the work and to get his professional 
opinion,” Michael said. The process of putting together a 
show is very collaborative. After revisions and readings, 
Michael was able to cast his show and recruit a student-led 
team of costumers, set builders, and props workers to bring 
the whole thing together.
“It’s really cool to see people get excited about the work, 
and to work with them and have this creative hive of people 
working together,” Michael said. In addition to working with 
his creative team, Michael has loved seeing what the actors 
bring to the table for the first (but certainly not the last) 
performace of the script. 
As part of the process, Michael has been able to see the 
show through new eyes as actors begin to work with the 
script. “I get to see the different interpretations, things I 
wouldn’t always think of that the actors bring in, which I 
think is a really important part of this.”
During his time at Concordia, Michael has participated in 
Improv as well as theatre productions. These activities have 
helped him prepare for his future career as a pastor.
“I’m going to be doing a lot of talking to people, so being on 
stage and performing translates well to preaching and even 
leading Bible studies.”
After he graduates this year, Michael will head off to 
seminary to finish his education, and to share his gifts of 
writing and communicating with the world as he also shares 
the message of God. 

Concordia is a unique place that allows students to fill 
their time with activities and interests that may seem very 
different from one another. For senior Meghan Woodruff, 
this is certainly true. She is a math and computer science 
major who has also spent the last four years working in the
costumes shop for Concordia’s theatre department.
Meghan’s interest in math began in her high school 
chemistry class. “I realized that I do not like chemicals. 
They kind of scare me. What I really liked about chemistry 
was the math.” 
When she got to Concordia, Meghan didn’t plan on 
majoring in computer science. However, because a 
programming class is required for math majors, Meghan 
took it and was hooked. She now plans on pursuing a 
masters degree in data analytics and statistics, with the 
eventual goal of becomming a data scientist. 
“They look at ‘big data,’ which is kind of a buzzword. They 
evaluate trends, they make predictions. They teach a 
machine how to learn from data, then analyze that to make 
predictions,” Meghan said. With the increasing levels of 
technology used in daily life, career prospects are definitely 
favorable for people with an interest in computers. 
In addition to her work with computers and data, Meghan 
spends a lot of time with another piece of technology: a 
sewing machine. She enjoyed sewing in high school, but 
didn’t bring her machine. Someone suggested that she visit 
the costume shop, and she did, not knowing that she would 
stumble into a major part of her college experience.
“I went toward the end of my second semester here and 
they basically offered me the job right away. I just kind of 
had to prove myself.” Now in her senior year, Meghan feels 
at home in the costume shop. This year, she has even had 
the opportunity to take on a leadership role, designing the 
costumes for one of the spring mainstage productions.
In addition to improving her sewing skills, Meghan has 
seen a lot of benefits from her hours in the department. 
“I’ve learned a lot from my boss. I’ve learned how to handle 
conflict, which isn’t what I expected. I’ve learned handling 
being under pressure and staying calm,” Meghan said. 
These skills will serve her well in her future career, as well 
as what she’s learned in her classes. 
“I definitely feel like I have a great background for this 
degree program. Once I get into grad school, I’ll learn more 
of the applications. Concordia focuses on the theory, which 
is great because it doesn’t change.” As she goes forward, 
Meghan will take with her everything that she learned in her 
time at Concodia, no matter where she learned it.

Meghan Woodruff
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Rachel Krome is a sophomore Biology major with a Human 
Concentration, a path she chose due to her aspirations to 
eventually become a doctor. Ever since she was a young 
child, Rachel has been a part of the medical world. Her 
mother, a doctor herself, would often take her to work so 
that she could visit with the patients in the waiting room 
while Dr. Krome attended to others. As she grew, Rachel 
became more involved with the field of medicine by 
volunteering and eventually decided she would follow this 
passion she loved so much. She hopes to one day become 
an allergist. When asked why she wanted to pursue that 
specific field, she answered, “My sister has terrible allergies 
and it’s always something that’s kind of interested me… you 
can have a nine to five job and you’re not dealing with life 
and death on a regular basis.” 
Rachel has always had Concordia in her life. Her uncle, 
Russel Mosemann, used to teach computer science 
at the University. Her family would visit him and attend 
Concordia’s musicals, ensembles, and other such events. 
Rachel said that she was, “just part of Concordia, and 
I couldn’t really imagine myself anywhere else. It’s got 
the hometown feel while still not actually being your 
hometown.”
When she is not occupied with her many science courses, 
Rachel enjoys spending time doing theatre and making 
music. She is currently in the Cantamus choir and the 
Symphonic Band, and was involved with Mary Poppins in 
the fall. Her proclivity for the dramatic arts has been with 
her since grade school. Unfortunately, college leaves less 
time for acting than she would like. She explained, “I wish
 I had more time, though, it seems like I can’t quite do 
as much as I want to anymore, but I still love it when I 
can get it.” 
As she talked about her development during her time at 
Concordia, Rachel said, “In high school I’d try everything 
and want to be a part of everything, and here I’ve just 
kind of started choosing what specifically I wanted to be a 
part of. And I’m not trying as much, but at the same time 
the stuff that I am trying I’m committed to and stay with, 
and I’m not just dabbling anymore.” She was also willing 
to share how her faith played in to her decision to attend 
school here, “I really wanted to go here as a biology major 
because in any other state school where they have a really 
good biology program, they don’t teach the Christian view 
of how life was created… here we can talk about creation 
and evolution in the same thoughts and explain why we 
think what we do and why we believe what we do about 
everything.. It’s put life into perspective and it’s been very, 
very nurturing.”

The Lighthouse Illuminate to Liberate club is one of 
Concordia’s newest clubs. It was formed by current co-
leader and senior Andrea Anderson in 2015 alongside 
several other members who have since moved on from 
CUNE. Sarah Van Duser, a junior, is the other leader of 
the Lighthouse club. Andrea explained that the group is 
backed by the International Justice Mission and works to 
build awareness and raise funds for the support of victims 
of human trafficking. Andrea stated, “light drives out the 
darkness, and not only is it helping us see it, but the light of 
Christ is solving the problem.” 
When Andrea was fourteen, she had passion for the fight 
against human trafficking, but it was not until a friend 
introduced her to the documentary, Nefarious Merchants of 
Souls that she decided to start working towards change.
Sarah  found her inspiration from a high school friend who 
participated in Dressember, a month during which girls are 
encouraged to wear a dress every day in order to prompt 
conversation about human trafficking and I.J.M.’s goal to 
end it. Sarah said, “I was hanging out with my friend’s little 
brothers and sisters and going, ‘that could be these guys,’ 
and that really put a reality to it… and I was like, ‘I’ve got to 
do something about it.” Upon reaching Concordia, Sarah 
sought out Lighthouse and patiently waited for the new 
group to find a place for her. 
Sarah shared that one of the most powerful results of being 
in the group is seeing people taken aback when they hear 
about the problem, saying, “you see their eyes get a little 
bit big and a little bit sad and you’re like, ‘This is happening. 
How do you feel? What are you going to do about it?’” 
Andrea explained that she is empowered by discussing the 
issue. “You’re taking something that is terrible, but you are 
using what you know to actually make it better. And so it’s a 
way of saying, ‘Satan, you’re not going to win, and you can’t 
have them, and we are going to fight for them.’”
Andrea and Sarah have seen the group grow more 
organized and establish a deeper root in the community 
during their time in the club. While Andrea will be 
graduating soon, she noted, “You can work for anti-
trafficking efforts in any job.” She will continue to discuss 
her passion beyond her years at Concordia. Sarah, a 
D.C.E. major, said she was looking forward to working with 
her future church to spread awareness about the issue and 
actually work to solve it in any way they can. Sarah stated, 
“So often we’re just talking and talking about it, and you can 
talk all you want, but unless you’re doing something then 
it’s nothing.” The dedication of these leaders to discuss and 
act on their passionate care for others is certain to follow 
and strengthen them on whatever path they walk.

Rachel Krome Lighthouse
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Academics

Shakespeare on the Green

68

Matty Smith, Joseph Greenmyer

Ben Leeper, Dylan White

Emily Jensen

Dylan White

Josh Brumm, Bekah Rusert

Emily Jensen,
Mason Koeritz

Emily Jensen, Abby Wisniewski

Academics

Shakespeare on the Green

Matty Smith, Joseph Greenmyer

Joseph Greenmyer, Ben Leeper

Josh Brumm

Amos Utecht, Amelia Schlichting, Jade Rowe

Photos By: Erin Rowland



Academics

Recitals

70

Jonathan Rippe

Jazmyn  Yates

Cole Wohlgemuth, Josh Hendrickson

Meredith Wohlgemuth

Prof. David von Kampen

Jacob Henson

Mason Koeritz

Academics

Recitals

Miriam Lipke Emma Gottschamer

Jacob RoggowSarah Krause

Sarah Brutlag

Photos By: Andrea Wiese



Marxhausen
Academics

76

Jordan Vanselow

Benjamin Middendorf, Leah Guenther

Photos by: Taylor Rankel



Pep Band
Academics

78 Matthew Leapley

Nate Klaumann

Daniel Hakes

Matthew Gotlt

Tatianna Fuerniss, Valery Rostek

Photos by: Andrea Wiese, Anna Meyer, Erin Rowland

Jacob Mikkelson, Joel Ristvedt

Bekah Rusert Professor Schultz
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Academics

Around Athletics

78
Emily Loy

Seth Fitzke

Ryan Durdon

Alexander Reimers

Tanner Tobler, Michelle Porath

Academics

Around Athletics

Photos by: Anna Meyer, Taylor Rankel, Erin Rowland, and Andrea Wiese

Alex la Plant

Hhana Haro

Maria Deeter

Sabrina Hayter

Logan Craig



Team Roster Academics

Volleyball
Team Roster

Kelsey Baarck
Brooke Baugh

Kaylyn Beiermann 
Emma Brand
Tara Callahan
Lauren Cope
Kaylie Dengel
Maggie Durbin

Allison Echtenkamp
Jenna Eller

Annie Friesen
Katie Funk

Jocelyn Garcia
Jenna Habegger
Kelsey Higgins

Mikayla Higgins
Harlie Himmelberg
Marissa Hoerman
Madison Horne 

Courtney Jurgens
Allison Klipp

Megan Kroeker
Alex La Plant
Anna Lund

Tristin Mason
Emmie Noyd

Alaina Ruskowski
Annie Schmidt
Maddie Shafer
Karissa Sims
Kara Stark

80
Kelsey Baarck, Emmie Noyd, Tara Callahan

Jenna Habeggar

Alex La Plant

Academics

Volleyball

Photos by: Erin Rowland and Andrea Wiese
Kelsey Baarck, Emmie Noyd, Tara Callahan

Jenna Habeggar

Kelsey Baarck, Annie Friesen

Marissa Hoerman, Tara Callahan, Jenna Haberggar

Lauren CopeAnnie Friesen, Marissa Hoerman

Harlie Himmelberg Tara Callahan, Alex La Plant, Emmie Noyd, Annie Friesen



Team Roster
HELLO IT’S ME

Men’s Soccer
Academics

Team Roster
Angel Alvarez
Luke Batters
Jack Bennet

Matthew Boll
Florian Caraballo
David Carrasco

Zander Day
JD Dominguez

Toby Down
Ethan Doyle

Derek Eitzmann
Jacob Elam

Carlos Ferrer
Aries Fung

Alex Goodwin
Evan Hayden
Eric Henson

Marcelo Hernandez

Dillon Hixson
Matthew Ho

Micah Lehenbauer
Ryan Letorneau
Joshua Lindquist
Gabe Marcatto

Fabricio Mendez
Jackson Myers
Carter Paling
Garrett Perry

Lewis Rathbone
Jacob Roggow
Kevin Sanchez

João Pedro Veríssimo
Mickey Waldron

Noah Werts
Trenton Williams

86

Jack Bennet

Derek Eitzmann

Garrett Perry

Jack Bennet

Toby Down

Marcelo Hernandez

Aries Fung

Carlos Ferrer

Matthew Ho

Florian Caraballo

Photos by: Taylor Rankel, Andrea Wiese, Anna Meyer



Team Roster Academics

Women’s Soccer

84

Maria Deeter

Esther Soenksen

Sami Birmingham

Team Roster
Sami Birmingham

Carrie Black
Chelsea Bright
Kaylee Brown
Lindsey Carley
Victoria Cera

Jennika Chapman
Jeannelle Condame

Maria Deeter
Rebekah Freeman
Abby Goeckeler
Jessica Knedler
Ashley Martin
Lauren Martin

Leigha McConnell

Cassie Montiel
Tori Pearson

Kaitlyn Radebaugh
Morgan Raska
Taylor Roby
Hannah Sain

Emily Sanders
Leah Shohat
Kaitlyn Sims

Esther Soenksen
Kaitlyn Stradtmann
Michaela Stevens

Grace Stults
Michaela Twito
Sarah Wuthrich

Esther Soenksen

Academics

Women’s Soccer

Photos by: Erin Rowland and Andrea Wiese
Jeannelle Condame

Victoria Cera

Morgan Raska

Morgan Raska

Taylor Roby

Maria Deeter,Kaitlyn Radebaugh, Victoria 
Cera



Team Roster Academics

Football
Team Roster

86

Tarence Roby

Andrew Perea

Team Roster
Jackson Abramo
Arthur Anderson
Brandon Aragon
Gregory Archie

Kionte Arnold-Zerai
Michael Arrendondo

TJ Austin
Cole Baumgartner
Vincent Beasley

Taylor Beck
Riley Bilstein

Michael Brewer
Kiyoshi Brey

Narciso Briagas
Ross Briggs

Chrisshawn Broughton
Sir-Zavius Broussard

Chris Bustos
Daniel Cantu
Marcus Carr

Lane Castaneda
Matt Chilman

Zach Christensen
Adam Christiansen

Kyle Clancy
Chase Cornman

Caydren Cox
Brendan Cremin

Blake Culbert
Joshua Dawkins

Trevor Dey
Cade Digiovanni

Teryn Dudley
Ryan Durdon

Cam Edmonson
Luke Ericson

Jonathan Ewulo
Ryan Farrell

Kelby Feddern
Robert Ferguson

Brady Fitzke
Seth Fitzke
Jacob Flores

Riley Freeland
Keddrick Fuselier
Sebastian Garces

Jared Garcia

Grady Gardner
Tucker Gartner

Roy Garza
Nate Gilmore
Kordell Glause
Connor Goode

Dalton Goodenberger
Kerry Grigsby
Jackson Hall

Kordell Hamer
Chase Hammons

Zach Harston
Parker Hasenkamp
John-Robert Hicks

Cody Hofrock
Keegan Hornung
Kamal Howard
Devon Jackson
Josh Jackson
Zach Jackson

Caden Jameson
Tate Janssen
Kyle Johnson

Parker Johnson
Payton Kidder
Grady Koch

Stuart Kolpin
Bailey Kraemer

Daniel Langewisch
Blake Lankford

Hallick Lehmann
Roderick Lockett Jr.

Derek Luzum
Steven Marks

D’Mauria Martin
Darius Mcvay

Rett Miller
Zac Miller

Peyton Mitchell
Tuleli Monjeza

Davonte Mouton
Jack Moyers
Lane Napier

Gary Nieuwkoop
Jorge Ochoa

Dylan Olmsted
Dylan Paap

Terrell Pearson
Andrew Perea
Jerod Peters

Matt Petracek
Jacob Pralle
Matt Preuss

Benjamin Rakoski
J.R. Rascon
Austin Reese

Draylon Robertson
Kenneth Robinson

Tarence Roby
Ryan Rodriguez

Matt Romero
Daniel Royuk
Aaron Rudloff

Ashton Sanders
Nick Sandoval

Salvador Saucedo
Tanner Schwaninger

Shane Scott
Alan Sharp
Evrett Shaw

Atanasio Simba
Jordan Slough

Erik Small
Kevin Small
Deion Staley

Payton Stevens
Blake Stewart
Kolton Stone
Chevy Stout
Roiel Swift

Derek Tachovsky
Austin Taylor

Justus Thompson
Stirling Tonniges

Colby Trahan
Caleb Ubel

Zach Walker
Zac Walter

Ricky Walton
Artez Webb

Lamont Weddle
Rufus Williams
Riley Wiltfong

Carson Woodman

Academics

Football

Nate Gilmore

Riley Wiltfong

D’Mauria Martin, Lane Napier

Photos by: Anna Meyer, Erin Rowland and Andrea Wiese

Parker Hasenkamp
Ryan Durdon



Team Roster Academics

Trap and Skeet

88

Team Roster
Katarina Borg
Daniel Cahoon

Mitchell Charron
Luke Comstock
Ethan Cradick
Wyatt Eriksen

Kate Esser
Erin Lokke

Sabra Moore
Mackenze Origer

Tia Pawlowski
Tanner Sovereign

Brook Wagner
Hannah Wiedebush
Autumn Wildfeuer

Seth Willard

Team Roster

Katarina Borg

Ethan Cradick, Tanner Sovereign, Seth Willard, Brook Wagner

Brook Wagner

Tia Pawlowski

Academics

Trap and Skeet

Photos by: Julie Sovereign

Katarina Borg Seth Willard

Tanner Sovereign, Autumn Wildfeuer

Seth Willard

Seth Willard, Dustin Renfrow

Dr. Joel Helmer, Dustin Renfrow

Wyatt Eriksen,Hannah Wiedebush Erin 
Lokke,Sabra Moore

Mitchell Charron, Brook Wagner

Mitchell Charron



Cheer
Academics

94

Team Roster
Tommy Andrews
Anna Armburst

Allana Blakeman
Julia Bloom

Rachel Deppe
Rachel Duhachek
Charity Espinosa
Elizabeth Frakes

Nora Friberg
Kennedy Garner

Jesse Grotelueschen
Ciera Hartung
Sabrina Hayter

Lanessa Kerner
David Krueger
Kathie Nguyen
Treianna Park

Kourtner Pottschidt
Annie Pico
Core Rhode

Natasha Torno
Julia Trempala
Chelsea Willard

Victoria Woodburn
Jared Woods
AJ Wygant

Annie Pico, Sabrina Hayter, Nora Friberg

Amanda Wyatt

Kennedy Garner, David Krueger

Photos by: Andrea Weise, Anna Meyer, Erin Rowland

Rachel Deppe, Kathie Nguyen,
Jesse Grotlueschen



Team Roster Academics

Dance

92

Team Roster
Taylor Brockhaus
Maria Carabantes
Callie Firminhac

Taeva Hoppe
Neleigh Lehr
Hope Martin

Michelle Porath
Lindsay Range
Sarah Rogge

Kalina Schoenfeld
Tannor Tobler

Neleigh Lehr

Hope Martin

Academics

Dance

Photos by: Erin Rowland and Andrea Wiese

Sarah Rogge

Taeva Hoppe

Hope Martin

Lindsay Range, Maria Carabantes, Hope 
Martin, Neleigh Lehr

Taeva Hoppe, Maria Carabantes, 
Hope Martin



Mascot
Academics

98
David Krueger, Jared Woods

Chelsea Willard

Photos by: Andrea Wiese, Anna Meyer



Team Roster Academics

Cross Country

96

Team Roster
Evan Asche

Kohlton Gabehart
Isaac Golke

Jayden Graham
Jorden Lorenz
Cameron Moes

Robbie Peterson
Zach Potratz
JP Reynolds

Caleb Roberts
Patrick Schneeberger

Thomas Taylor
Christian Van Cleave

Christian Watters
Cody Williams
Pat Wortmann
Nicholas Zadar

Lilly Barrientos
Maddie Beran

Alyssa Bierwagen
Paige Borcherding

Emily Boyer
Sydney Clark
Lydia Cook

Emily Deschaine
Savannah Dietz

Everett Elder
Alyssa Fye
Tayler Gipe

Bethany Gillet
Kassidy Grosserode

Taylor Grove
Shelbi Hackbart

Rebekah Hinrichs
Jacy Johnston
Erin Lindeman
Abby Protzman
Miranda Rathjen
Grace Thieme
Emily Wetzel

Savannah Weverka

Emily Deschaine

Kohlton Gabehart

Paige Borcherding, Miranda Rathjen

Alyssa Fye, Emily Deschaine

Academics

Cross Country

Photos by: David Borcherding

Thomas Taylor

Kohlton Gabehart



Team Roster Academics

Men’s Basketball

98

Team Roster
Zach Friel

Cordell Gillingham
Britton Goldsmith

Kyler Hensel
Simon Higgason

Ryan Holt
Jake Hornick

Jacob Jennings
Alec Johnston

Chris Johnstone
Alex May

Kyle Pierce

Jaidon Policky
Clay Reimers
Tanner Shuck
Jon Simonson
Brevin Sloup

Grant Storebo
Riley Tegtmeier
Noah Valasek
Joe Victorian

Anthony Wolter
Grant Wragge
Thomas Young

Cordell Gillingham

Zach Friel, Thomas Young

Kyle Pierce

Academics

Men’s Basketball

Photos By: Anna Meyer, Erin Rowland, Andrea Wiese

Cordell Gillingham

Chris Johnstone Jake Hornick

Clay Reimers

Kyle Pierce

Riley Tegtmeier



Women’s Basketball
Academics

104

Team Roster
Taylor Cockerill

Madi Daly
Brenleigh Daum

Nicole Daum
Colby Duvel

Sydney Feller
Maggie Goltz

Mackenzie Helman
Rebecca Higgins

Jadyn High
Dani Hoppes

Mary Janovich

Emily Jones
Philomena Lammers

Samantha Luehr
Shelby Pollman
Sidney Pollman
Sara Sauceda
Taryn Schuette

Riley Sibbel
Jaydi Starling
Jerrica Tietz

Megan Vieselmeyer
Quinn Wragge

Mary Janovich

Brenleigh Daum

Quinn Wragge

Dani Hoppes

Mackenzie HelmanSydney Feller

Sydney Feller

Madi Daly

Dani Hoppes

Philomena Lammers Colby Duvel

Photos by: Andrea Wiese, Anna Meyer, Erin Rowland



Wrestling
Academics

106

Team Roster
Wyatt Brauckmuller

Issiah Burks
Kyle Carey

Blake Castillo
Giovanni Castillo
Deandre Chery
Dylan Clarke

Gabe Crawford
Cameron Devers

Michael Duffy
Walker Fisher
Alberto Garcia

Victor Haro
Chucky Hedrick
Tyler Jorgensen
Kirk Kaliszewski

Chris Kimball
Jonathan Lado
Cody Lambert
Kolton Larsen
Cyrus Marshall

Darrin Miller
Demitrius Millers

Josh Nelsen
Chase Ryan
Cyrus Scott

Michael Stann
Jerry Stepps
Keanu Tom

Jared Woods
Anthony Zepeda

Giovanni Castillo

Josh Nelsen

Michael Duffy

Cameron Devers

Alexander Reimers

Giovanni Castillo Alberto Garcia

Alberto Garcia

Josh Nelsen Jerry Stepps

Jerry Stepps

Cody Lambert

Photos by: Taylor Rankel, Anna Meyer



Baseball
Academics

108

Team Roster
Conner Anderson
Matt Armstrong

Taylor Bickel
Evan Bohman
Devin Bracken
Adam Braude
Johnny Bryce

Nathan Buckallew
Russell Bunting
Keaton Candor
Christian Clear
Adrian Cotton
Wade Council
Brandon Cue
Blake Culbert

Luciano Depamphilis
Dylan Duree
Tate Ellison

Jake Fosgett
Connor Ganyo
Kaleb Geiger

Steven Hernandez
Clayton Holcomb

Logan Horton
Dylan Jacob
Tys Joseph

Ryan Kollbaum
Benjamin Kuefner

David Leese
Nick Little

Johnny May
Christian Meza
Carter Morgan
Cade Moring

Jason Munsch
Treyton Nixon
Samuel Otte

Desmond Pineda
Dante Piro
Jesse Pugh

Micah Ramage
Jordan Reier
Logan Ryan
Neil Ryan

Ryan Samuelson
Thomas Sautel
Jared Schipper
Peyton Scott
Braden Sindt
Nolan Spady

Landon Strang
Brook Stuart
Jake Taylor

Dillon Van Oosbree
Jake Van Wey

Drew Ward
Tanner Wauhob

Wyatt Weller
Keith Wolverton

Drew Woods

Taylor Bickel

Drew Woods

Tanner Wauhob,
Caleb Kuennen Keaton Candor

Landon Strang

Taylor Bickel

Taylor Bickel

Connor Anderson

Thomas Sautel

Tanner Wauhob

Caleb Kuennen

Photos by: Andrea Wiese

Landon Strang



Team Roster Academics

Softball

106

Team Roster
Brittany Arent

Grace Bernhardt
Sydney Brown
Kaitlyn Buresh
Kaitlynn Carter

Baily Clear
Maddie Fousek

Krysta Haberman
Kirra Harrison
Hhana Haro

Alyson Haydon
Kenna Heath
Tori Homolka

Kamryn Horner
Jenessa Jarvis

Nichol Johnson
Leah Kalkwarf
Megan Klenke
Jamie Lefebure
Jordan Metzger
Dalaney Nance
Elanna Osthoff
Janey Pasold

Michaela Regier
Mackinsey Schmidt

Allysia Thayer
Taryn Thomas

Tricia Tripp
Brittany Woolridge

Blair Yoder

Hhana Haro

Jenessa Jarvis

Maddie Fousek

Leah Kalkwarf

Academics

Softball

Photos by: Andrea Wiese

Leah Kalkwarf

Jamie Lefebure

Tori Homolka

Kenna Heath

Jenessa Jarvis

Maddie Fousek

Mackinsey Schmidt

Kenna Heath, Jamie Lefebure, Hhana Haro



Track and Field
Academics

112

Team Roster
Men’s

Andy Amos
Evan Asche

Hunter Bartels
Blake Becher
Taylor Beck
Dalton Berry

Simon Brummond
Zach Christensen

Jacob Cornelio
Logan Craig
Jacob Dack

Gavin Dehaai
Nathan Elbert

Jonathan Ewulo
Sam Ferguson
Antonio Flores

Kohlton Gabehart
Isaac Golke

Jospeh Gomez
Jayden Graham
Phil Grothaus
Daniel Hakes
Paul Hammes

Liam Hennessy
Charlie Hewell
Brent Hirsch
Ryan Holt
Ben Hulett

Scott Johnson
Bret Keeler

Ivan Landmark
Kalvin Lankford
Michael Leapley

Roderick Lockett Jr.
Jordan Lorenz
Nathan Matters

Josiah McAllister
Peyton Mitchell
Cameron Moes
Kenny Paetow
Jerod Peters

Robbie Peterson
Tucker Platt
Zach Potratz

Ben Pratt
Jeremiah Resser

Tyrell Reichert
Henry Reimer
JP Reynolds

Caleb Roberts
Jake Rodgers
Daniel Royuk
Ryan Sanchez

AJ Schafer
Patrick 

Schneeberger
Samuel Sisco

Roiel Swift
Thomas Taylor
Aaron Tidyman
Christian Van 

Cleave
JT Vecera

Chris Warneke
Christian Watters
Kaleb Weinkauf
Cody Williams
Cody Williams

Wyatt Woodman
Pat Wortman
John Woruo

Nicholas Zadar

Women’s
Sarah Allen

Andie Anderson
Anna Baack

Lilly Barrientos
Tori Beran

Maddie Beran
Mckayla Besel
Anna Beune

Alyssa Bierwagen
Paige Borcherding

Emily Boyer
Mika Brees
Allie Brooks

Bailer Clapper
Sydney Clark
Lydia Cook

Nicole Daum
Morgan DeJong
Emily Deschaine
Jessica Deterding
Gabby Diamond
Savannah Dietz
Casey Eberth
Jazzy Eickhoff
Everett Elder

Jacy Embray
Mackenzie Ferrel
Hannah Fowles

Jodi Fry
Alyssa Fye

Bethany Gillet
Tayler Gipe

McKenzie Gravo
Kassidy 

Grosserode
Taylor Grove

Shelbi Hackbart
Sarah Heck

Rebekah Hinrichs
Sophia Hoelz
Madison Holt

Mariah Huneke
Jacy Johnston
Mckenna Kakie

Leah Larson
Sam Liermann
Erin Lindeman

Emily Loy
Amy Migl

Kennedy Mogul
Tristen Mosier
Leah Mussell

Jamie Nikodym
Jacee Pfeifer
Allison Pinkall

Abby Protzman
Johanna Ragland

Sarah Ragland
Miranda Rathjen
Shayla Schelm
Jill Schroeder

Adrianna Shaw
Bethany Shaw
Carley Skorepa

Kara Stark
Hayley Stazak

Jan Steinbrueck
Grace Thieme

Miranda Unverferth
Anna Watters
Alice Wentz
Emily Wetzel

Savannah Weverka
Quinn Wragge

Sophia Hoelz

Jill Schroeder

McKenzie Gravo

Henry Reimer

Benjiam Pratt

Mariah Huneke

Photos by: Erin Rowland

Abby Protzman Emily Loy 

Tucker Platt

Hunter Bartels



Men’s Tennis
Academics

114

Team Roster
Jeremy Berryman
Giovanni Borghi 

Camacho de 
Moraes

Thomas Greeff
Alex Kaldahl

Johnathan Keith
Caleb Lauby

Tommy McNish
Joshua Miller
Conner Works
Lucas Zoller

Caleb Lauby
Lucas Zoller

Lucas Zoller

Lucas Zoller, Jeremy Berryman

Giovanni Borghi Camacho de Moraes, Joshua Miller

Photos by: Taylor Rankel, Anna Meyer

Caleb Lauby

Alex Kaldahl

Lucas Zoller

Lucas Zoller

Lucas Zoller, Jeremy BerrymanLucas Zoller, Jeremy Berryman



Team Roster Academics

Women’s Tennis

112

Team Roster
Angela Bell
Alison Ebel

Ansley Gates
Annie Horn

Allison Marshall
Claudia Miranda Viera

Cora Rhode

Katie Seja
Lindee Schultz
Kayla Smock

Amanda Vonseggern
Kirsten Wagner

Sarah Woodward
Katelinn Wurm

Claudia Miranda Viera, Katelinn Wurm

Kirsten Wagner

Annie Horn

Kayla Smock

Academics

Women’s Tennis

Photos by: Taylor Rankel
Claudia Miranda Viera, Katelinn Wurm

Annie Horn

Annie Horn

Kayla Smock

Allison Marshall

Allison Marshall

Kayla Smock



GolfAcademics

118

Team Roster
Men’s

Tyler Ehresman
Harrison Helmer

Jayden Neal
Russell Otten
Tylar Samek

Nick Sandoval
Grant Suchanek

Kort Steele
Nolan Zikas

Women’s
Paighton Barbre

Gabrielle Coviello
Rebecca Day

Payton Demers–Sahling
Haley Nolde

Madison Pitsch
Murphy Sears
Lauren Sperry

Russell Otten

Tylar Samek

Tylar SamekMurphy Sears

Nolan Zikas

Tylar Samek

Tylar Samek

Madison PitschNolan Zikas

Paighton Barbre Tyler Ehresman

Nolan Zikas

Photos Courtesy of Jake Knabel



Around Athletics
Academics

120

Lauren Martin

Brenleigh Daum

AJ Wygant

Ryan Durdon

Photos by: Andrea Weise, Taylor Rankel, Erin Rowland

Scott Johnson Harlie Himmelberg

McKenzie Gravo

Kyle Pierce

Florian Caraballo

Tavea Hoppe

Sarah Wuthrich



campus life
eclipse

janzow

around seward

halloween dorm life

120
132

122
128 130 dead week

outdoor life

around concordia

feed the dawgs

134
124

136
126



Academics

Eclipse Day

120 Professor Robert Hermann

Emily Hayes

Joshua Frerking, Connor Shandick

Professor Brent Royuk

Academics

Eclipse Day

August 21, 2017 was a legendary date for Concordia University Nebraska. On this date the moon and sun 
intersected above Seward to produce a magnificent solar eclipse. The period of totality, the time during which 
the moon covers all but the very outside of the sun from view, was only 1 minute and 30 seconds long, but 
viewers from all over the country trekked to the Concordia Stadium to witness this cosmic phenomenon. School 
groups from the area packed the bleachers, college students blanketed the track, and the Physics Department 
provided commentary from the arena’s loudspeakers. As the physics professors counted down to totality, the 
crowd’s bustle slowly quieted until only the voice of the announcer rang throughout the stadium. “Totality!” 
came the declaration, and the crowd roared with cheering and applause as the moon centered itself between 
the sun and the Earth. A wave of nighttime-like darkness swept across the sky and the eclipse glasses protecting 
everyones eyes from the sun’s light were snatched off, and all gazed in wonder at the stunning sight above 
them. It will be around 370 years before the total solar eclipse comes to Seward again, but total solar eclipses 
occur about every 18 months somewhere on the globe. Those at Concordia on the day it covered the school will 
not soon forget its majesty.

Jon Rippe

Photos by: Andrea Wiese

Jacob Henson, Thadddeus Ristow

Eric James



Around Seward
Academics

126

Kelly Snader

Timothy Rasch

Photos by: Taylor Rankel, Andrea Wiese



Campus Life
Academics

128

Peter Deberny

Amber Hopp,
Brisco Schaefer, Erin Rowland

Michaela Twito, Anna Holle

Photos by: Andrea Wiese, Taylor Rankel, Anna Meyer, Micah Symmank

Prof. Bryan Moore

Sarah Newton, Allison Pinkall

Dane Pederson

Leah Werling, Anna Holle, Amanda Segabart, Michaela Twito



Academics

Feed the Dawgs

126 Tori Beran

Emily Hayes

Rachel Deppe Ann Spilker, Sarah Krause

Breann Huber, Rehema Kavugha, Jordan Long

Academics

Feed the Dawgs

Concordia started off the fall semester by entering a competition hosted by the Food Bank of Lincoln to 
see which college could raise the most money and gather the most non-perishable food for those in need. 
Concordia named their endeavor Feed the Dawgs, planning several fund-raising events to fill the month 
of September. The Student Life Office held a back-to-school dance on September 1st, inviting everyone to 
bring a can of non-perishable food for a chance to enter a drawing for fabulous prizes. The 8th of the month 
featured a scavenger hunt modeled after the rules exhibited in the Hunger Games films (fortunately, though, 
canned goods were the only pursued items in this case). On September 15th a “Carnival of Cans” took place in 
Seward’s town square. The Carnival included bounce houses and cotton candy as well as a bus that the school 
aimed to fill with canned goods from any willing attendees. 
Many students and faculty turned out to support the school’s endeavor to support families and individuals 
with fewer resources. While several showed their support by attending the dance, the scavenger hunt, and the 
Carnival of Cans, some who were unable to attend donated cans to the sizeable stack of non-perishable food 
items in Janzow. Concordia was bold in its unapologetic support for the Food Bank of Lincoln, and this boldness 
is what allowed its community to band together in order to Feed the Dawgs.

Malia Ebel, Linnea Buchholz Kelly Albers, Ivan Landmark

Leah Mussell

Photos by: Erin Rowland and Brisco Schaefer



132

Project Pumpkin
Academics

Hannah Watt, Lydia Cook

Rachel Eaton

Faith Osborn

Sierra Jacob, Rebekah Rusert

Micah Schalow

Photo Contest Winner: Leah Werling

Rachel Krome Hayli Frosheiser, Taylor Rankel

Photos by: Taylor Rankel and Anna Meyer

Photo Contest Winner: Alexis Acomb

Maddie Beran

Photo Contest Winner: Alex Laplant



Academics

Dorm Life

130 Brennan DeForest

Ethan Symmank

Katherine Draucker

Jonathan Rippe

Nathan Patron, Allison Caudle (2017)

Emma Heidorn, April Bayer

Robin Consier, Morgan German

Academics

Dorm Life

Photos By: Anna Meyer, Erin Rowland, and Micah Symmank

Rachel Krome

Timothy Rasch, Linnea Buchholz 

Micah Symmank, Emma Heidorn, Ethan Symmank

Justus Utecht

Garion Consier, David Epperson



JanzowAcademics

136

Jordan Vanselow, Micah Symmank

Leah Larson

Matthew Gotlt

Leah WerlingShannon O’Brien

Photos By: Brisco Schaefer, Micah Symmank, Anna Meyer
Lewis Kasperick Esther Kelzer

Tationa Trice



Academics

Dead Week

134 Ben Vallin

Dana Simpkin, Leah Werling

Lindsay Sampson

Amanda Segebart, Robin Consier

Dakota Grummer, Kayla 
Smock, Katelinn Wurm 

Academics

Dead Week

Photos By: Anna Meyer and Erin Rowland

Benjamin Middendorf, fiancee, Kelly SnaderBen Vallin

Sierra Jacob

Micah Jeppesen, Justus Utecht

Thaddaeus Ristow

Ann Spilker, Linnea Buchholz

Malia Ebel



Academics

140

Salvador Saucedo

Collin Renkert

Tationa Trice

Trenten Dorton

Emma Heidorn

Ashely Wangerin

Around Concordia
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In Loving Memory 

Jason Gutz
Sophomore Jason Gutz of 
Plainview, Nebraska died in a 
tragic farm accident on July 5, 
2017.
Gutz was an exercise science 
major, worked as an athletic trainer 
for the football team and worked in 
the Training Room. Gutz was an 
invaluable part of the Concordia 
community. It is heartbreaking to 
lose a brother and a friend, but 
encouraging to know that we will 
be reunited with him in heaven.
 

“One of my favorite memories was 
when he would bring water to us 
freshman football players that 
were too small to see what was 
going on and had to stand in the 
back!” Gutz’s hall mate Kordell 
Hamer said.
“Jason treated everyone kindly 
and didn’t let much get him down, 
not even chemistry,” Gutz’s hall 
mate Brady Fehlhafer said. “Jason 
worked hard at everything he did 
whether it be his job in the athletic 
training room, his studies, (or) his 

relationships with people. Some of 
my favorite memories with Jason 
were our conversations when we 
were brushing our teeth.”
“He was friendly, funny and 
extremely kind,” Gutz’s hall mate 
Joseph Greenmyer said. “He 
always had a smile on his face. My 
favorite memory is playing 3 on 3 
basketball with him in our Lifetime 
Wellness class and dominating. 
He was a guy who, as soon as you 
met him, you would hope the two 
of you could be friends.”
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By Madison Pitsch
Reprinted courtesy of The Sower Newspaper

Photo courtesy of Daniel Hakes and The Sower Newspaper

“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 

and everyone who lives and believes in me shall 
never die”

John 11:25-26

“As a friend he was amazing—
such an awesome guy,” Gutz’s 
roommate David Carrasco said. “I 
remember he used to tell me he 
didn’t really understand soccer, 
but he came to a lot of our home 
games. Once he was going to go 
out with his girlfriend at the time 
and I had a game. When I came 
back to the room after the game, 
I found a box with some pizza in 
it and a sticky note that said ‘Saw 
you playing and scoring a goal, 
that’s my roommate.’”
“I remember a couple times walking 
into the room late at night after 
work, and he was playing some 
music in Spanish, and he’d say ‘I 
see how you’re happy all the time, 
this is good stuff!’ Every morning 
he’d start the day with the best 
attitude, no matter how bad the day 
before was, he would get up and 
say ‘Another day, let’s get it.’ Even 
though he was loud in the morning, 
his attitude made me forget about 
it; he was always positive.”
“One time I was Skyping my family 
back in Colombia, and, since they 
don’t speak English, he’d try to 
communicate with them and say 
some stuff in Spanish, and my 
family absolutely loved it.”
“It was awesome how open minded 
he was and how willing he was to 
make mistakes and learn. When 

he was going to start working with 
the athletic training room, he had to 
learn how to tape ankles and stuff. 
He asked me if he could practice 
on me because he was going to be 
tested on as part of the interview. 
Once when I sprained my ankle the 
training room was closed. Since 
his major was exercise science, 
of course he’d have some stuff 
to work with in the room. He took 
care of my ankle; It was awesome, 
I felt like I had my own personal 
therapist.”
“As a friend, Jason was always 
willing to lend a hand,” Gutz’s RA 
Daniel Hakes said. “He always let 
me borrow his vacuum and even 
would occasionally drop by my 
room with food.”
“I remember at the end of the 
school year I texted all my guys 
that we were having a hall meeting 
that night at 10. For some reason 
I forgot about it and walked into 
the dorm around 10:25. Jason, 
Taylor Beck, and Kordell Hamer 
were sitting on the steps waiting 
for me. Jason saw me and started 
laughing and never let me hear the 
end of it.”
“Jason was in the room next to 
mine and in Schuelke there are 
doors between rooms that are 
permanently locked but they still 
have an inch underneath that 
is open which allows sound to 

travel between rooms. My favorite 
memory of this was one night 
around midnight, I was laying in 
bed trying to fall asleep and all of a 
sudden and I heard multiple curse 
words. I knocked on his door and 
he let me in. I asked him what was 
going on and he replied, ‘I hate my 
chemistry  class so much.’”
“Other than this incident, Jason 
was always quiet, respectful, and 
considerate towards others. He 
was a hard worker and a dedicated 
friend. We got along very well 
because we gave each a hard time. 
At the end of the spring semester 
I had this giant monkey piñata 
which I was going to throw away 
but decided against it because I 
thought I’d be more fun to hide it in 
my resident’s rooms. Jason would 
lock his room before leaving so I 
couldn’t put the monkey piñata in 
his room. At the end of the semester 
he helped Brady Fehlhafer hide it 
in my room and I didn’t find it until 
after all my residents were gone. 
He was one of the best prankers 
in the hall.”
“I’m going to miss Jason, especially 
this next year, because I would 
have had him as a resident in 
Dorcas this coming school year. I 
thoroughly enjoyed the time I was 
able to spend with him and look 
forward to seeing him again in 
heaven someday.”
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closing
We have reached the end now, hopefully closer as a school and stronger as individuals. 
We have walked through a myriad of struggles and challenges, but so also we have 
walked through moments of joy and peace. As Concordia’s theme verse for the year, 
Romans 5:1, reads, “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” It is important to remember, as we finish our 
work and look ahead to the next task, that we are not alone in our struggles and have 
already been given new life. Each facet of our lives is not calm at the same time, but in 

our faith we are always given that peace from our King.
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